information you will not find in many clinical textbooks because it is jointly edited and largely written by physiologists. This is the strength and weakness of the book. The initial chapter on the physiology of fluid exchange is excellentessential reading for everyone examining and sitting for the Primary Examination and of interest to every clinician. Another impressive chapter covers the physiology of the cardiovascular system but the clinical recommendations reflect the, physiologist's fascination with readings from the! pulmonary artery catheter without mentioning its shortcomings which have flavoured our practice in the 1980s. In fact there is no specific chapter on how we clinically assess fluid status. Similarly there are three chapters on various aspects of plasma substitutes without an overall review of the various types of colloid solutions and their place in clinical practice. There is no specific chapter on the crucial role of the lymphatic system and the interstitial space, nor on blood transfusions. Nevertheless, I am impressed by this book. There are many authorative chapters which shed a refreshing light on this complex area. Some of the chapters, particularly when physiological principles are applied to clinical practice, are among the most authorative I have read and are well explained and easily digestible.
I would highly recommend this book to all those clinicians who want to make sense of many of the physiological principles underlying fluid resuscitation. Hence this book, bringing together many of the organ imaging techniques as they apply to the critically ill patient, is a welcome addition to the Intensive Care literature. Published in the 'Current Concepts in Critical Care' series, it is a very well presented book of approximately 200 pages with high quality graphic reproductions. It addresses its subject under the regional headings of the nervous system, the lungs, the heart and the abdomen with a final section on newer developments. The scope of the book includes conventional radiography, computed tomography, positron emission tomography, magnetic resonance imaging, ultrasonography and a wide variety of radionuclide imaging techniques.
KEN HILLMAN

Director of Anaesthetics
This text is a compilation of chapters written by separate authors. Most chapters provide excellent reviews of the technology together with the limitations of and indications for the various imaging techniques described. Two chapters seemed strangely out of place in describing essentially experimental results with seemingly little application to the overall purpose of the book. In the more technical areas, the difficulty of applying those techniques in the Intensive Care Unit was largely overlooked. In particular, the benefits of transoesophageal echocardiograhy in ventilated, critically ill patients were not discussed. The chapter on the plain chest radiograph was disappointing as it was difficult to read, tended to gloss over some important areas and contained some misleading statements. Nevertheless, overall, this book does provide a most useful overview of many of the organ imaging techniques used with increasing frequency in the management of critically ill patients.
RAy RAPER
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